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Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of- 
the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ 

a translation of the international application into _ 



_ , which is the language 



of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 1 2.3(a) and 23.1 (b)) 
With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box No. II) 

Unity of invention is lacking (see Box No III) 



With regard to the title, 

[x] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

[x"l the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No I' 
may. within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit c. 

With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 3g 

fx] as suggested by the applicant 
□ 

as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure 
I I as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention 

b. Q none of the figures is to be published with the abstract 
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paragraphs [0066], [0067] 

US 2003/190944 Al (MANFREDI VINCENT S ET 
AL) 9 October 2003 (2003-10-09) 
paragraphs [0007], [0009], [0024], 
[0027] 



W0 2004/056432 A (TECHLINK INTERNATIONAL 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
H the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide andftr amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence Hsting 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ on paper 

□ in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing ancMor table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43o/s.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-54 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-54 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-54 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Available state of the art 

The following documents, D1, D2 and D3, may be referred to in this communication; 
the notation below will be adhered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1: EP-A-1 482 459 (WMS GAMING INC) 1 December 2004 (2004-12-01) 
D2: US 2003/1 90944 A1 (MANFREDI VINCENT S ET AL) 9 October 2003 (2003-1 0-09) 
D3: WO 2004/056432 A (TECHLINK INTERNATIONAL ENTERTAINMENT LIMITED; XIDOS, 
JOHN; MACKENZIE,) 8 July 2004 (2004-07-08) 

2. Inventive step - Articles 33(1 ) and 33(3) PCT 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject matter of claims 1-54 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of 
Article 33(3) PCT. 

2.1 The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject matter of 
claim 1, and discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A gaming machine (please cf. §41 - §52 and figure 2) comprising a controller (implicit, 
but see also §20, §65), an input mechanism for inputting cash (implicit, but see also 
§43), an output mechanism for outputting the cash (implicit, but see also §7), a 
memory for storing software for generating a harm minimization interface (please cf. 
§37, harm minimization configuration, .... , may reside directly on memory 
devices, within the gaming machine.'), a first display device for displaying the harm 
minimization interface (please cf. §37, '...the feature options may also be executed by 
the servers, and displayed on the gaming machine. Therefore, the gaming machine 
has a display for displaying such information. The fact that the feature defines 'a first 
display' implies that more than one display in available at the gaming machine, this is 
however also known from document D1 , see for instance §6, disclosing '...more than 
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one display may be provided on the gaming machine.'). 

The subject matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known disclosure in that: 

the stored software has instructions to help the player to adhere to one or more 
game limits. 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as: 

"how to limit the chance that a player does not exceed a gaming limit". 

This problem is considered to be non-technical. In T0641/00 (OJ EPO, 2003, 352) 
the board concluded that "...where a feature cannot be considered as contributing to 
the solution of any technical problem by providing a technical effect it has no 
significance for the purpose of assessing inventive step." (emphasis added). 

Therefore, the subject matter of independent claim 1 is not inventive in the sense of 
Article 33(3) PCT. 

2.2 Even, were it conceeded that the problem is technical, then still the solution was 
known in the art, see for instance document D2, §24. The person skilled in the art 
would program the device of document D1 accordingly, and would still arrive at the 
subject matter of independent claim 1 , without having to exercise any inventive skills. 

2.3 The subject matter of the other independent claim, method claim 38, is similar to the 
matter defined by claim 1 and differs only with respect to the category of the claim. In 
relation to the subject matter of independent claim 38, the argumentation presented 
above (§2.1 - 2.2 supra) will be applied per analogiam. 

In consequence, also the subject matter of independent claim 38 is obvious in the 
light of document D1 and D2 so that the patentability requirement of inventive step is 
not met as is required by the Articles 33(1 ) and 33(3) PCT. 
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2.4 The dependent claims do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step, because their definition comes within the scope of the 
customary practice followed by the persons skilled in the art, especially as the 
advantages thus achieved can readily be foreseen. They present no surprising or 
unexpected effect to the person skilled in the art, since the known devices are being 
employed in a conventional manner. Consequently, the subject matter of these 
dependent claims also lack an inventive step (see documents D1 - D3 and the 
corresponding passages cited in the search report). 
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